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Colorism, the practice whereby light skin is privileged over dark, has been widely
acknowledged and studied among African Americans and Latinx populations. Though this
research has grown exponentially in recent decades, less attention has been given to Asian
Americans, for whom colorism is equally pervasive and deeply entrenched. This talk focuses
on colorism among Asian American women and the twin pressures for light skin stemming
from (1) the cultural importance given to light skin in most Asian ethnic communities and
(2) the ubiquity of whiteness and white beauty in the United States.
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